JET. 47]                      PRIVATE MATTERS                           31

does not look above fifty, and is a tall, stout, hale-look-
ing man, with a coarse rough sort of favour, and very
much like one's idea of a foreign sergeant become an
officer. The contrast with his wife is no doubt striking,
for she is the smallest and most delicate piece of Sevres
china I ever saw unbaked, and extremely beautiful in
that way; which, however, seems fitter for a mantel-
piece than the home of a Swiss grenadier. I am told
that M. de Boigne's good health and constitution gives
great discontent to all her family, who are languishing
for a chance of his death, and speak of it without re-
serve or I think much decency.

*I went with Windham to Blackheath yesterday.
We saw Princess Charlotte, with whom the Princess
seems to be on the best terms. She is a fine, lively,
thriving child of three years old. I am extremely
glad that you are so well satisfied with my having
spoken in the House of Lords, and have always great
pleasure in the mention honorable of your council,
which is a great reward and a great motive for well-
doing. But I still expect the whip and spur, both
on that subject and on that of application to the
Ministers. I must nevertheless conform myself, on
both those subjects, to my own judgment, feelings,
and even constitution. With regard to speaking in
the House, I know I cannot persevere too much in
that practice. With regard to the other, I shall do what
is necessary and reasonable ; but I shall not force my-
self too much on that point in opposition to feelings
which are fit to be listened to. There is so much dis-